Biographies of the writers-in-residence of the Chinese Writers’ Workshop 2021

Hong Kong Writer-in-Residence 2021

Eva Wong Yi
Fiction writer

Born in the 90s, Eva Wong Yi has been dubbed one of the “twenty most anticipated emerging Chinese writers” by Taiwanese literary magazine Unitas. She is currently an editor-at-large at Hong Kong literary magazine Fleurs des lettres, and a host of the RTHK literary programme Book Review. She has received numerous literary awards, including the Award for Young Artist in Literary Arts at the Hong Kong Arts Development Awards in 2018. She is the author of three short story collections, namely The Four Seasons of Lam Yip (2019), Patched Up (2015), and News Stories (2010). In 2019, she was invited to participate in the Singapore Writers Festival, and she was asked to write a literary work for the Los Angeles Architecture Exhibition Island_Peninsula, which was organised by The Hong Kong Institute of Architects. She is the librettist for the Cantonese-language chamber opera Women Like Us, which is due to be performed at the Hong Kong Arts Festival 2021. 
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She holds a Master of Arts degree in English from King’s College London and a bachelor’s degree in Psychology and Comparative Literature from the University of Hong Kong. She has been a columnist at various local newspapers and magazines, including Ming Pao Weekly, Sunday Ming Pao, Fleurs des lettres, and Linepaper. Her works have appeared in various collections, including My Hong Kong, My Streets, The Pulse of Nature -- Mid-Levels West, Hong Kong Short Story Collection, 2013 – 2014, and more. She has also been featured twice in Taiwan’s Ink: A Literary Monthly. Her selected stories and essays were translated into English and published as Lam Yip’s Neighborhood (2019) by Spicy Fish Cultural Production.

Chinese Writers-in-Residence 2021

He Xiaozhu (China)
Poet, fiction writer

He Xiaozhu started writing poetry in 1983. As a member of the “Third Generation” group, his early works have been labelled by critics as “poetry of witchcraft” for their “mysticism” and “surrealism”. He later joined the acclaimed avant-garde poetry group Not-Not (非非詩派) and began to reduce this mystic quality, focusing instead on using more unadorned and conversational language. His poetry collection 6 Verbs, or Apples (2002) demonstrates his “Not-Not-ism”(非非主義) by reducing poetic excess and expressions of meaning. 

Besides writing poetry, he is also a recognised fiction writer. His depiction of men’s and women’s existence in contemporary cities is one of a kind. He has also experimented with textual “postmodernism” in the format of a full-length novel. His most recent work, the story collection Zoo (2021), has been critically acclaimed for its Kafkaesque experimentalism, and it has won multiple literary awards.

Maniniwei (Malaysia/Taiwan)
Writer, illustrator

Malaysian Chinese writer Maniniwei was born in Malaysia. She came to Taiwan around 20 years ago to further her studies in Fine Arts at Taiwan Normal University, and she has lived there ever since. Her works include the prose collection No Big Road (2018), the poetry collection We Will Talk Tomorrow (2017), and the picture book The Poet’s Inn (2018). Dubbed a “De-facto Cult Poet” by critics, her works have been recognised for their strong semi-autobiographical colour, unique noir aesthetic style, and the theme of atypical families. She has also worked as a freelance lecturer. 

